Summary of Special Event:  The Global Significance of SIDS Biodiversity and the Importance of Community-based Partnerships
Introduction:

On 10 November, 2011, UN-OHRLLS convened a Special Event titled: The Global Significance of SIDS Biodiversity and the Importance of Community-based Partnerships; at UN Headquarters in New York.  The event was chaired by the High Representative for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, Mr. Cheick Sidi Diarra, and featured  presentations by Dr. Eleanor J. Sterling, the Executive Director of the Centre for Biodiversity Conservation at the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) and Dr. Christopher Filardi, the Pacific Director, at the Centre at the AMNH.  The chair of the AOSIS, H.E Ambassador Dessima Williams Permanent Representative of the Mission of Grenada, delivered some remarks at the opening of the event on behalf of the group.  Following these statements and presentation there was an exchange of views by participants which included statements, comments and questions.  The objective of the Special was two fold: 1. to contribute to the ongoing discussions in the Second Committee on Sustainable Development of SIDS and; 2. contribute to the ongoing dialogue in the lead-up preparations to Rio+20.  
Background:

Small Island developing States (SIDS) are renowned for their species diversity and endemism. However, due to the small size, isolation and fragility of island ecosystems, their biological diversity is among the most threatened in the world. Deforestation, coral reef deterioration, habitat degradation and loss, and the introduction of certain non-indigenous species are the most significant causes of the loss of biodiversity in SIDS. 

The nature of traditional, often communal land and marine resource ownership in many island countries requires community support for the conservation effort. Without that local support and commitment and the opportunity to integrate sustainable income generation into the conservation effort, even the most highly studied and well planned conservation area will not be sustainable.

Several SIDS have promoted community support for the conservation of biological diversity and the designation of protected areas by concentrating on increasing awareness of the significance of biodiversity conservation.  This is particularly important in SIDS were traditional resource ownerships are being practiced.  

UN-OHRLLS Opening Remarks:
Following his welcome which he extended to all participants as well as Dr. Sterling, Dr. Filardi and H.E Ambassador Williams in particular, Mr. Diarra stated that the special event was an opportunity to reinforce the notion that SIDS are in fact renowned globally for their species diversity and endemism.  
He also reaffirmed that due to their small size, isolation and fragility of island ecosystems, SIDS biodiversity is among the most threatened in the world. As such, SIDS will continue to count on international support to protect and conserve their unique biodiversity.  He stated that in many regards SIDS themselves, despite their limited space, have taken the initiative to protect their threatened biodiversity.   He praised the leadership role that SIDS have themselves assumed to protect their unique environment and called on international support to compliment these national efforts.

Mr. Diarra also underlined that efforts to conserve and protect vulnerable ecosystems would not be successful without the requisite local support and commitment.  He expressed the hope that the discussions will make a contribution to the 66th GA resolution on SIDS sustainable development as well as the ongoing dialogue in the preparations for Rio+20 next June. 

Presentations:

In her opening remarks, H.E Ambassador Williams expressed her support of the initiative by Mr. Cheick Sidi Diarra and UN OHRLLS to place this important focus on the importance of SIDS biodiversity.  She highlighted the fact that islands are home to rich biodiversity heritage and that there is an inextricable link between this heritage and SIDS own unique cultures.
Ambassador Williams underscored the dependence of the island peoples on natural resource assets in their socio-economic development aspirations.  She highlighted the utilization of these resources in the eco-tourism sector in particular and called for the continued support of partners in the development of industries such as eco-tourism.  Indeed the economic survival of SIDS are interlinked with the state and health of their unique biodiversity. She also welcomed the further cultivation of partnerships in the area of biodiversity conservation and protection in SIDS.  

Dr. Sterling of the AMNH gave an overview of the work that the Museum was undertaking in SIDS around the world and highlighted why the Museum focused small islands biodiversity stating that SIDS biodiversity has a lot to offer to the scientific community.  However, she also stated that there is a high extinction rate in SIDS.  Dr. Filardi stated that their work and research in SIDS have resulted in some fascinating findings that would call for a paradigm shift in our understanding of SIDS biodiversity and their significance to global biodiversity.  He described islands as engines of biodiversity.  He stressed that the experiences in SIDS can be a Bell Weather for other nations and biodiversities around the globe.  He presented a case study on the work the Museum had been doing in Solomon Islands.  He highlighted the notion of “co-creation” as a fundamental part of the partnership programmes they have embarked upon on the ground.  

Open Discussions:

During the open discussions Switzerland asked what the linkage could be between the global and local processes, referring to the Rio+20 global process now underway.  Australia highlighted the importance of the health of the coral reefs to SIDS and the short timeline estimates that have been projected for their destruction if no serious focus was given to the coral reefs.  Fiji also highlighted the importance of the oceans and its unique biodiversity and highlighted that the Pacific SIDS are looking to push the notion of a “Blue Economy” in the lead-up to Rio+20.  The AMNH stated that there were examples of good workable partnerships already in place and offered GLISPA as an example of such partnerships.  It also highlighted the need for global policies to influence national policies in a positive way.  OHRLLS recalled that the Rio+20 Secretariat was accepting submissions from Member States and stated that perhaps the PSIDS may want to put in a submission on the issues they feel should be included in discussions leading-up to Rio next year. 
UN-OHRLLS Closing

Mr. Diarra, in closing, thanked Dr. Sterling and Filardi from the AMNH and H.E Ambassador Williams for their remarks and presentations.  He remarked that the Special Event had highlighted important issues concerning SIDS biodiversity and remarked that the event itself was very useful and informative.  He thanked participants for taking the time to attend and participate at the event.
