PORT VILA DECLARATION

PACIFIC CIVIL SOCIETY DECLARATION ON LDCs and MDGs
5 August 2010
Convened in Port Vila, Republic of Vanuatu, parallel to the Pacific Islands Forum Summit from 3 – 6 August 2010, the Pacific Civil Society Assembly is part of the regional preparation towards the UN Global Summit on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in New York in September 2010 and the Fourth UN Conference on  Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in Istanbul in May 2011; 

We acknowledge the organizing of this Assembly by LDC Watch, in association with the United Nations Millennium Campaigns (UNMC) and the United Nations Office of the High Representative of the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Islands States (OHRLLS); 

We appreciate the special contribution by local hosts, the Vanuatu Association of Non Government Organizations (VANGO), the Vanuatu Indigenous Peoples Forum (VIP-Forum) and the participation of the Vanuatu Government in officiating the opening and the closing of the Assembly;

We acknowledge the participation of delegates from Kiribati, Samoa,
 Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Vanuatu, defined by the United Nations as LDCs, and the participation of national and regional CBOs, CSOs and NGOs. 

Our Guiding Stars…

· We affirm that our aim is to eliminate the LDC label;

· We uphold our Pacific Islands cultural wisdom, values and heritage as our guiding stars during the elimination process and beyond;

· We cherish the natural wealth and resources derive from the universe, the ocean, the land and diverse cultures that continue to sustain our wellbeing;

· We reiterate that despite our remoteness and smallness in the world’s largest ocean, we are people and States with dignity and valuable resources;

· We expect the principles of respecting the integrity and identity of each Pacific Island sovereign State when dealing with bilateral and multilateral partners;
· We reaffirm that the global definition of poverty does not apply in Pacific context.  

Defining our Unique Issues…. 

We recognize that:- 

· Our priority needs are unique and paramount in the small islands context, and should always be addressed respectfully in our own context that recognizes the Pacific cultural value systems that have sustained our communities over centuries;

· Our small islands states were defined as Least Developed Countries (LDC) or “countries with special needs" by the former colonial administrators and the United Nations before the islands were returned as independent States;
· The LDC definition was based on a western concept of modern monetary income and  special attention for assistance from developed countries;
· The definition which was genuinely accepted by our own governments at that point of time was a temporary measure, meant to assist the newly independent States in their transition to monetary self sufficiently;

· Over the years the LDC criteria have been redefined to the extent that what meant to be a temporary measure, has led to government comfort of aid dependency, often refusing to seriously consider graduating during a series of LDC review processes that occur every three years; 

· Foreign aid has increased in proportion, intensifying both monetary and technical invasion,  destabilizing aid coordination, demoralizing national human resource capacity, increasing corruption and diverting governments attention from national priority needs; 

· During the last five decades (Samoa), four decades (Kiribati, Tuvalu, Solomon Islands) and 3 decades (Vanuatu), foreign aid has been used discriminatingly to fund the administrative costs of the governments and not the delivery of services to the majority whose livelihoods depend on subsistence farms but are expected to pay in monetary terms;

· That LDCs status and foreign aid has had more negative impact on state machineries, discouraging our governments’ freedom to speak out and undermining our national sovereignty; 

· Global warming, climate change, natural disasters and crisis as continuing threats to the Pacific islands’ subsistence  livelihoods.
Way Forward…..

· We pledge our commitment first, in achieving the priority needs of our people which are obligatory to our family security, community sustenance and national development priorities;
· We demand that the United Nations in association with each of the five Pacific States conduct a nationwide referendum prior to 2015 for the citizens to determine their status as LDC;
· We call on our individual governments, to take leadership in initiating, collaborating and partnering with civil society organizations and citizens, in the planning, implementation and achievements of national priorities and the BPoA, to accelerate the removal of the LDC label;

· We call on Pacific Islands governments, specifically to consult Traditional Leaders on the proper use of indigenous value systems and traditional knowledge,  which could be used to achieve the MDGs/BPoA;

· We urge the Pacific Island governments to collectively ensure accelerated achievement of the MDGs 1 – 8, by engaging citizens and civil societies in monitoring the delivery of basic services throughout their national community;
· We commit ourselves as Pacific Islands civil society leaders, to engage actively in the upcoming national, regional and international review processes of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), including the UN Global Summit in New York in September 2010 and the Fourth UN Conference on Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in Istanbul in May 2011; 
· We request governments of industrialized nations, who have seriously lagged behind on climate change commitments leading to our security threats, to step-up tangible action with urgency on MDG 7, ensuring environment sustainability at all times;
· We agree to establish a network of Pacific Star Watch with a focal point in each of our respective country, to safeguard civil society in the implementation, monitoring and review of regional and international agreements that are appropriate to Pacific islands communities. 
Port Vila Declaration is the outcome of the Pacific Civil Society Assembly on LDCs and MDGs.
Held in Port Vila, Vanuatu
3 – 6 August 2010






