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Haiti is the only Least Developed Country in Latin America and the Caribbean, so most
of the ECLAC activities in the implementation on the Brussels’s POA are carried out by
its Subregional Headquarters in Mexico and in Trinidad and Tobago.

Among the most important activities in this regard have been those related to the
implementation, between August 2002 and August 2005 of a Project for a Non-
conventional Strategy of Economic Development for Haiti centered on Poverty
Alleviation, with joint funding from ECLAC and the Kellogg Foundation. The objective
of the project was to identify the components of a strategy for promoting development
and combating poverty, with emphasis on the options and opportunities, as well as the
efforts being made by the poor communities themselves. Currently, ECLAC is in the
process of applying for financial support from the Kellogg Foundation to launch a
second phase of this project, focused on providing technical assistance on special topics
of economic and social development.

As outcomes of the project several reports and issues papers were published covering
different issues of development such as microfinance; employment; social capital and
rural organizations; survival strategies in shanty towns; and macroeconomic
performance. With funding from the same sources, two other studies were prepared to
examine residential-sector fuel substitution and to calculate competitive supplier prices
for LPG and kerosene. At the request of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in
Haiti (MINUSTAH), ECLAC produced a study on “Haiti’s short and long term
development issues”. This issues paper, published in 2005, served to foster dialogue
among political actors and the civil society on such issues. All studies were prepared
taking into consideration relevant national counterparts and representatives of the ICF
sector groups.

These reports have been distributed in Haiti, and have helped to strengthen the technical
capacity of political parties and other relevant agents on the obstacles and alternative
strategies to promote Haiti’s long-term social and economic development. They are all
published by ECLAC and are available in its website.

Another important contribution of the Project has been the organization of seminars on
specific development issues. As part of this effort, two seminars were held in Port-au-
Prince: one on water and sanitation, on 10-11 May 2005 and the other on food security,
on 12-13 May 2005. The papers discussed at these seminars were prepared in
coordination with national representatives of the relevant groups of the Haiti Interim
Cooperation Framework (ICF) and the United Nations system. ECLAC work in the
field of food security has continued up to now, in response to specific requests from the
Director of the Coordination Nationale de la Sécurité Alimentaire (CNSA).

In December 2005 a joint UNDP/ECLAC mission to Haiti was executed to provide
technical assistance in the areas of poverty reduction strategies (PRS) and economic
development.



ECLAC has continued preparing two annual reports on the economy of Haiti. One of
these reports, issued each December, provides a preliminary overview of the country's
economic performance during the preceding year and presents an outlook for the
immediate future. The other report, published by mid-year, presents a more in-depth
analysis of the country’s economic performance and prospects, based on more fully
processed data.

Likewise, ECLAC continues with its activities on the assessment of the impact of
natural disasters. These have included not only the assessment of the social and
economic impacts of Tropical Storm, Jeanne, in December 2004, but building capacity
through the organization of a training course on the disaster assessment methodology, in
July 2003. The UNDP has put forward a project proposal to work jointly with ECLAC
to train experts in Haiti in the use of ECLAC methodology to move forward towards a
long-term strategy for disaster prevention

In October 2003, authorities of Haiti presented their “National Strategy to Strengthen
Trade Related Capacities”. The document was prepared with ECLAC technical support
and “aims to facilitate Haiti’s participation in the Hemispheric Cooperation Program
(HCP) in the framework of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) negotiations
through the systematization of a national strategy to strengthen trade-related capacities”.
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