
��������������	��
���������	
���	
�
������

MeeraMeera SethiSethi
Senior Regional AdviserSenior Regional Adviser

External Relations DepartmentExternal Relations Department
IOM GenevaIOM Geneva

��������	�
����

���������	�
����

� �	�
���
�����	�
���
���� ��	����	
������������	����	
����������

���
��
��������������		�������
��
��������������		����
�
��

����
���

�
����
��

����
���

�
���

����������	�����������	
���������������	�����������	
�����

��� �����
��������
��� �����
�������� !"��!"��

The Sixth Workshop for National Focal The Sixth Workshop for National Focal 
Points for the Programme of Action for the Points for the Programme of Action for the 

Least Developed CountriesLeast Developed Countries



#�������������	��
���������	
���	
�
������

Presentation OverviewPresentation Overview

Overview of Migration Trends in LDCs1

Scale & Impact of Global Financial Crisis on LDCs2

Impact of Global crisis on Migration and 
Migrants in LDCs

3

Conclusion 6

IOM’s Response5

Key Policy Challenges4



$�������������	��
���������	
���	
�
������

I. I. Overview of Migration Trends Overview of Migration Trends 
in in LDCsLDCs
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Stock of emigrants : 21.8 million, 2.9% of population in LDCs, 11.4% of 

world’s migrants (WB, 2005)
(Absence of data on internal & intra & inter –LDCs migration)

Female percentage of all international migrants in LDCs: 46.6% (UN 
population division, 2005) 

Source: World Bank, 2008
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I. Overview of Migration Trends in I. Overview of Migration Trends in 
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Source: World Bank, 2008
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I. Overview of Migration Trends in I. Overview of Migration Trends in 
LDCsLDCs
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The absolute number of skilled emigrants is relatively small The absolute number of skilled emigrants is relatively small 
among all among all LDCsLDCs---- <5% of all skilled migrants (UNCTAD, 2007)<5% of all skilled migrants (UNCTAD, 2007)

BUTBUT the emigration rate among the educated in the emigration rate among the educated in LDCsLDCs is is 
generally high (Ibid, 2007) generally high (Ibid, 2007) 

•• African African LDCsLDCs: suffer the most : suffer the most 
(Ibid, 2007)(Ibid, 2007)
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II. Scale & Impact of Global Crisis on II. Scale & Impact of Global Crisis on 
LDCsLDCs
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,�43
75% of the population in LDCs
remain at subsistence level of less 
than $2 a day (UNCTAD, 2008)

LDCs depend heavily on external 
finance

ODA accounts for more than 10% of 
GNI over 2000-2007 period in 21 out 
of 33 African countries, e.g Liberia, 
45% (OECD, 2007) 
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II. Scale & Impact of Global Crisis on II. Scale & Impact of Global Crisis on 
LDCsLDCs
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III. Impact of Global Crisis on III. Impact of Global Crisis on 
Migration & Migrants in Migration & Migrants in LDCsLDCs
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III. Impact of Global Crisis on III. Impact of Global Crisis on 
Migration & Migrants in Migration & Migrants in LDCsLDCs
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III. Impact of Global Crisis on III. Impact of Global Crisis on 
Migration & Migrants in Migration & Migrants in LDCsLDCs
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III. Impact of Global Crisis on III. Impact of Global Crisis on 
Migration & Migrants in Migration & Migrants in LDCsLDCs
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Remittances to developing countries are expected to fall by 7-10% in 2009 (WB, 
2009)

12 out of 49 LDCs have no data on remittances at all (WB, 2008) 

31 of them only have complete data for 2006 and estimated data for 2007 (Ibid, 
2008) 

Migration and remittance related policies are often neglected in long term 
development strategies, despite their contribution to development.  

1
	����
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(i.e., Lesotho, Samoa, Haiti and Nepal) 
� Return of migrants

� Increase in unemployment and informal sector work

� Increased poverty and inequality level, including gender inequality
� Instability in fragile states
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III. Impact of Global Crisis on III. Impact of Global Crisis on 
Migration & Migrants in Migration & Migrants in LDCsLDCs
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III. Impact of Global Crisis on III. Impact of Global Crisis on 
Migration & Migrants in Migration & Migrants in LDCsLDCs
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Migrants tend to remit a larger part of their 
income as the situation at home gets worse

Esp, women, who tend to send a higher 
proportion of their income in a more regular and 
stable manner 

Return migrants are likely to bring back 
accumulated savings

Stimulus packages may increase the demand 
of migrants

Remittances as investment (South Asia and 
East Asia)  (WB, 2009)
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IV. Key Policy ChallengesIV. Key Policy Challenges
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� Document remittances flows, as well as other related factors (e.g , 
transfer cost, usage pattern and impact) and share knowledge and
lessons

� Provide (comparative) analysis of LDC remittances flows and 
changing trends/patterns

� Track and identify existing and emerging global best practices
� Assist LDC government s on building regulatory framework

� Provide capacity building and training programs to LDC 
governments and their institutional partners
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IV. Key Policy ChallengesIV. Key Policy Challenges
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IV. Key Policy ChallengesIV. Key Policy Challenges
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V. IOMV. IOM’’ s Responses Response
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� Regular policy briefs
� Quarterly survey of concerned IOM field missions 

� On-going regional studies and analysis of past crises

#* �����	�1�
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� Organizing a regional event as an input for the Fourth United Nations 

Conference on LDCs in 2011
� Advocating for migration in national and regional LDC consultations 

$* 6�
�������	��	
��
����	��������(
� IOM-UPU pilot project : supporting an affordable el ectronic remittances 

transfer system between Tanzania and Uganda

� Assisted voluntary return and reintegration
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VI. ConclusionVI. Conclusion
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Thank you very much!!Thank you very much!!

��������	�
����

���������	�
����

� �	�
���
�����	�
���
���� ��	����	
������������	����	
����������


