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Tentative PROGRAMME (WORKING DRAFT)

	Monday, 8 March 2010

	Time
	

	08:30 – 09:00 hrs
	 Registration of participants

	09:30 – 10:15 hrs
	

	
	 Opening session

	 
	· Opening Statement by Abdoulie  Janneh, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of ECA

	
	· Opening Statement by Mr. Cheick Sidi Diarra, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and High Representative, OHRLLS

	
	· Opening Statement by Minister of Finance, Ethiopia (TBD)

· Opening Statement by UNDP Resident Coordinator a.i.  Mr.S. Nyambi
· Opening Statement by Mr. Ertugul Apakan  PR of Turkey 

· Opening Statement by H.E. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Permanent Representative of Nepal to the UN and Chair of the LDC Global Coordination Bureau



	10:15 – 10:45 hrs
	Coffee Break

	11:00 – 11:10 hrs
	Election of the Bureau (to be conducted by the Executive Secretary of ECA from the participating LDCs)

	11:10 – 13:00 hrs
	Plenary session

High-Level and Ministerial Exchange on the Implementation of the BPoA in Africa: Progress, Challenges and Future Priorities 

Chairperson: Ethiopia 

P   From Brussels to Istanbul: Towards a renewed strengthened Global Partnership for LDCs Development 

      by Mr. Cheick Sidi Diarra, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS)

     Enhancing African LDCs’ Capacity to Trade- The role of WTO

     Ms. Valentine Rugwabiza, Deputy-Director General, WTO 

     Presentation of the Overview report on the Implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action in the Africa Region 

      by Mr. Emmanuel Nnadozie, Director, Economic Development and NEPAD Division, ECA

 Parliamentary Perspectives on the BPoA

     Hon. Teshome Toga, Speaker of the Peoples’ Representative, Ethiopia

Il 
Civil Society Organizations Report on CSO Forum 

LDC Watch

High Level Interactive Forum

This session will provide an opportunity for ministers to exchange information on the implementation of the BPoA in their countries and in their diverse roles. This session will identify existing outstanding challenges.  The discussion will also highlight the impact of the confluence of food, energy and global financial crisis on African LDCs, and identify future priorities for LDCs in the next development decade. These priorities will focus on strengthening LDC resilience to external shocks through sustained growth and development. Promoting structural transformation and economic diversification through productive capacities development is key if LDC are to escape the poverty trap which they find themselves. Mr. 

Parliamentarians: Sierra Leone and Malawi
Ministers: Benin and Liberia

Moderators: Mr. Janneh and Mr.Diarra

Open Discussion



	13:00 – 14:00 hrs
	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:00 hrs
	Cluster 1

Reducing poverty through the promotion of sustainable and inclusive development in the LDCs 

The overarching goal of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries is “to make substantial progress toward halving the proportion of people living in extreme poverty and suffering from hunger by 2015 and promote the sustainable development of the LDCs”. Despite improved growth performance in several African LDCs, the severity and persistence of poverty remains a serious challenge in Africa. The severity and depth of poverty is likely to intensify in the context of the ongoing financial and economic crisis, which is even aggravating the lingering effects of the earlier food crisis on poverty in the LDCs. High income inequalities, coupled with limited diversification and structural transformation limits the impact of growth on poverty reduction. High population growth rates put undue pressure of scarce resources, undermining government capacity to provide universal access to essential services. The main objective of this session is to make an assessment of the progress made in reducing poverty and, including the progress made in achieving the MDGs. The session will also identify measures needed at both the national and the international levels to scale up progress towards the MDGs and improve universal access to essential services such as education, health, water, energy and others.  

Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: Ms. Lakshmi Puri, Director, UN-OHRLLS

Moderator:  National Focal Point LDCs Zambia 

Rapporteur: ECA staff

UNDP: Abdoulie Sieh-Jallow 
Statements by LDCs: Ethiopia and Senegal
Open discussion

	15:00 – 16:00hrs
	Cluster 2

Promoting food security and reducing hunger through sustainable agriculture 

Agriculture plays an important role in development. The role of the sector in development in African LDCs takes even greater importance given the reliance of a large percentage of the population on agriculture for their livelihood.  The development of the sector is crucial for achieving food security and reducing poverty. This session will discuss the critical issues facing the LDCs in promoting sustainable agriculture and food security, particularly in the context of neglect of the agricultural sector witnessed during much of 1990s and early 2000s. Discussions will also focus on the need for developing a comprehensive and coordinated approach in creating a more resilient agricultural economy in the LDCs, including improvements in service delivery systems and institution and financing of social protection schemes for the rural communities. Since NEPAD’s Comprehensive Africa’s Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) constitutes the key framework for agricultural development, the session will also assess progress in the implementation of the programme and propose measures for accelerating its implementation. Efforts aimed promoting agricultural green revolution in Africa will be examined.

Chairperson: Burundi
· Moderator: National Focal Point LDCs Tanzania
· Rapporteur:ECA Staff 
FAO: Presentation
Statements by LDCs: Malawi and Burkina Faso
Open discussion

	16:00 – 16:30 hrs
	Coffee Break 

	16:30 – 17:30 hrs
	Cluster 3

Ensuring LDCs beneficial integration into the world economy through trade and building productive capacity 

Trade is key if LDCs are to integrate meaningfully into the global economy and increase their shares in world merchandise exports. LDCs have undertaken measures over the last ten years to increase the openness of their economies to international trade. However, trade liberalisation failed to induce growth and development. This has been partly due to LDCs failure to diversify their economies and move up the value chain. Structural and supply-side constraints also hinder their abilities to take advantage of globalization. This session will assess progress made by African LDCs in integrating into the global economy and challenges militating against their efforts to integrate into the global economy. Discussions will also focus on some of the commitments and support measures contained in major global initiatives such as Doha Development Round, Millennium Development Goals, Aid for Trade and how far the LDCs have benefited or stand to benefit from these initiatives and the role of ECA as a facilitator on trade negotiations.  The session will also emphasize the need for infrastructure development, reducing the supply-side constraints and enhancing the productive capacity in LDCs.  The session will also highlight the importance of South-South cooperation for the development of LDCs. 
· Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: H.E. Gyan Chandra Acharya, Permanent Representative of Nepal to the UN and Chair of the LDC Global Coordination Bureau

· Moderator:  National focal point Burundi

· Rapporteur: ECA staff
OHRLLS (Ms. Lakshmi Puri)

UNCTAD Ms.J.Butler
CFCC 
ECA Mr.Joe Atta Mensah/ Mr.S. Karingi
Open discussion



	17:30 – 18:30 hrs
	Cluster 4

Protecting the environment and reducing the vulnerability of the LDCs 

Climate change presents significant threats to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Owing to the low level of development and limited policy space, LDCs are disproportionately impacted by climate change. This is despite the fact that they contribute least to greenhouse gas emission. The acute vulnerabilities of LDCs and SIDS make the burden of adapting to  climate change more onerous. LDCs face acute vulnerability to natural shocks. Just about every LDC is undergoing huge environmental stress, and climate change has appeared as a real threat to the Small Island States.  The Natural disasters are also inflicting huge losses on many LDCs in the Africa region.  Discussants will have an opportunity to assess the effective implementation of BPOA and relevant MDG targets in this crucial area and suggest urgent mitigation and adaptation measures for adoption by the LDCs and the international community. The session will explore ways for promoting a New Green Deal for LDCs, including green production and consumption patterns as well as fostering bottom-up climate-friendly productive capacity in manufacturing, agriculture, and services in LDCs.

Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: Madagascar
Moderator: tbd
Rapporteur: ECA staff
Statements by LDC

UNEP

Open discussion



	19:00 – 21:00 hrs
	Dinner hosted by Abdoulie Janneh, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of ECA  in honour of the participants 

	Tuesday, 9 March 2010

	09:00 – 10:00 hrs
	Cluster 5

Developing human and institutional capacities and promoting good governance to support inclusive and sustainable development of the LDCs 
The BPoA is based on the international development targets including those contained in the Millennium Declaration and aims to “promote the sustainable development of the LDCs”.  Some of the critical challenges faced by the LDCs are lack of institutional and human resources to achieve inclusive and sustainable development. In particular, there are severe capacity constraints in service delivery systems in areas such as education, health, water and sanitation that constraint the abilities of many LDCs in reducing poverty and promoting inclusive development.  Low level of education and weak governance also significantly undermines government capacity to provide universal access to essential services. Thus, promoting good governance is crucial to achieving inclusive and sustainable development. There is also need to improve the trade-related skills and institutional infrastructure so that the LDCs could benefit from the Aid for Trade and the Enhanced Integrated Framework. This session will focus on some of these critical issues and suggest policy options in addressing those as part of the effective implementation of the BPoA.

Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: Mr Desmond Johns UNAIDS
Moderator: 

Rapporteur: ECA staff 
ECA A.Hamdok
UNDP Zemenay Lakew
Statements by LDC Liberia
Open discussion

	10:00 – 11:00 hrs
	Cluster 6

Mobilising financial resources for LDCs Development 

The mobilization of financial resources remains critical for meeting the MDGs and other internationally agreed development goals. As underscored in the Monterrey Consensus on Financing for Development and reaffirmed in the Doha Declaration of the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development, mobilisation of domestic resources is the foundation for self-sustaining development. However, given the African LDCs’ large financing requirement for meeting the MDGs and the goals of the BPoA, external resources will continue to play an important role in LDCs’ development in the foreseeable future. In this respect, a major and significant commitment and effective deployment of ODA to LDCs would be required in the next decade. Though ODA to African LDCs increased during current development decade, it remains well below the 0.15-0.2 percent ODA/GNI target. There is a need to scale up more aid to LDCs as well as directing a large share of aid to productive sector. This must be complemented with quality FDI, which is growth enhancing, poverty reducing and technology diffusing. Debt relief and other financial flows, including remittances are important in increasing the resource envelope for development. This session will examine progress and challenges in this area as well as propose new measures for increasing resources mobilisation while improvement the developmental impact of those resources on LDCs.  

Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson: (tbd)

Moderator: OHRLLS. 
European Union

Benin – Dr Eric Adja 

UNCTAD Mussie Delelegnarega 
Open discussion


	11:00 – 14:00 hrs
	Meeting goes into recess

The Task Team meets for the preparation of the draft outcome document 

	14.00 – 16:00 hrs
	The Draft Outcome Document is presented in Plenary Session

	16:00 – 17:00 hrs
	Adoption of Draft Outcome Document 

	17:00 – 17:15 hrs
	Coffee Break

	17:15 – 17:30 hrs
	Closing Session (to be conducted by the Executive Secretary of ESCAP)

· Closing remarks by Mr. Cheick Sidi Diarra, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and High Representative, OHRLLS
· Closing address by Abdoulie Janneh, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of ECA
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